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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WE S TE R1 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON c- WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Received at 19 Dean Street, Englewood, N. J. 

ND57 18 DL= GREENSBORO VT 17 143P 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

ENGLEWOOD NJ= 

OUR HEARTS LOVE TO YOU DEAR BOB AND TO MRS SPEER GOD IS 

NOT DEAD NEITHER IS ELL 10TT= 

ALL IE BARR. 

(46). 

-c 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 





REV. R. F. CAMPBELL. D.D.. Pastor 

MISS CORNELIA W. WILDS. Church Visitor and Sect 
GEORGE H. WRIGHT. Clerk of Session 

OSCAR WHITE. Treasurer 

<rtn 

The First Presbyterian Ckurck 
TWENTY-SIX CHURCH STREET 

Askeville, N. C. 
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303 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

M'ARION, SOUTH CAROLINA 





303 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

MARION, SOUTH CAROLINA 



/522<y//r/y-fir^ '/trerf,' 1JP. 

a CZrvi^ O' x 



Ia) / iM C^W, 0\—^ U cv/ l 

J** ’ fa'1 &-*^y rT^°f <^n^K 

<f?4 

(jR (3'--y-~i$L~_ 



V?ith Sympathy 



sympathy goes out to you EM.y syi 

So tenderly today 

And though tJxere are no words 

to tell 

Just all that I would say 

I do so long to have you feel 

I’m very close to you 

And hnow and understand so well 

What you are passing through 
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Byroad Cottage 

Morristown 

New Jersey 
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EAST END AVE.at 87th ST. 

NEW YORK 
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RIPSHIN FARM 

TROUT DALE, VA. 
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Mrs. Edgar S. Cook 

311 SUMMIT AVENUE 

REDLANDS, CALIF. 
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YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
Member of the Young Women’s Christian Association of the United States of America 

3 18 West Arch Street 

Pottsville, Pennsylvania 

MISS ANNA I. BABCOCK 
General Secretary 

-e&U'. 17, ns h. 
/ 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

Received at 

r 
GR.54 1 7=N0RR I ST OWN PENN SEP 15 957A 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER AND MRS ELLIOTT SPE 

| MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

I FULL-RATE 

R- 

DAY LETTER 

=MTHERM0N SCHOOL NORTHFI ELD MASS= 

SHOCKED AT TRAGEDY BEYOND WORDS IS THERE ANYTHING WE COULD 

DO TO HELP YOU WITH DEEPEST LOVE= 

HELEN AND HORACE COLEMAN. 

1030A 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WTLLEVER 
PRESIDENT_CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FI RST VICE-PR ESI DENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

GR34 8 5 EXT RA = RCCH E S T E R NY SEP 15 VIA MS NEWYORK NY SEP 16 

DR ROBERT E $PEERS=CARE MRS ELLIOTT SPEER |-- 

MTHERMON MASS= 

=MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY^ 

:CL A Y TON S COOPER. 

eoeA. 

s 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

SJL, t 

1201-S 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WE S TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WTLLEVER 
PRESIDENT_CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

GR62 31=UD NEWYORK NY SEP 15 1039A 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

MTHERM0NB0YS SCHOOL N ORTH FI EL D MASS= 

I WAS SHOCKED BEYOND EXPRESSION AT THE iAWFUL TRAGEDY AT A 

TIME LIKE THIS WORDS FAIL I CAN ONLY OFFER OFFER MY DEEPEST 

SYMPATHY TO YOU MRS SPEER AND ALL THE FAMILY. 

■ —W CURRIE. \s 

1 21 OP 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

J\ 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 
\ 

1201-S 

J- 
SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

S r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



1201-S 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 
NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. W1LLEVER 
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM — Night Message 

NL — Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time aa shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

r. 
MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

GR94 96 DL = PHILADELPHIA PENN SEP 19 1239P 

DR ROBERT SPEE R= 

NORTHFI ELD MAS= 

THE SAD NEWS OF ELLIOTTS DEATH HAS JUST COME WE BOW IN 

DEEPEST SORROW AND PERPLEXITY BEFORE THIS MYSTRY AMD ASSURE 

YOU AND MRS SPEER OF OUR CONSTANT INTERCESSION IN THESE 

DAYS OF YOUR GRIEF DR ROBINSON AND OUR WHOLE FAMILY OF 

WORKERS JOIN WITH ME IN LOVING SYMPATHY AND PRAY THAT THE 

INFLUENCE OF THE LIFE OF THIS DEVOTED BOY THROUGH HIS 

UNTIMELY PASSING MAY BE SANCTIFIED IN THE ANNALS OF 

NORThFIELD AND FOR ALL TIME TO COME REMAIN AN ABIDING 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT__CHAIRMAN OP THE BOARD — FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME# 

Received at 

r 
T MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

SOURCE OF INSPIRATION GODWARD TO THE STUDENTS IN WHOSE" 

SERVICE HE LIVED AND DIED= 

J\ 
Class of Service 

This is a fall-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

120I-S 

J-V, 
SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

S—f 

WILLIAM CHALMERS COVERT. 

12 7P. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

_PRESIDENT__CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

r 
GR18 38 DL XC=VN BRONXVILLE NY SEP 15 ?11A 

MRS ROBERT f spffr= 

ItHl; MRS ELLIOT SPEER NORTHF I ELD MASS = 

^WOULD LOVE TO HELP IN ANY WAY AND WILL COME TO NORTHF IELD 

IMMEDIATELY IF I CAN BE OF ANY USE TRIED IN VAIN TO REACH 

FATHER BUT TALKED TO GEORGE SAYS HE TOO IS AT YOUR 

SERVICE L0VE = 

fMARK. ■ 

■ .543A 

s 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

^f 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



Jasper E.Crane 

duPont Building 

Wilmington, Delaware 
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Mrs. s. H. Chester 

MONTREAT, NORTH CAROLINA 
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<A 
dr. Samuel Cochran 

620 WEST 116TH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 
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NEW YORK CITY 
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WILLIAM CHALMERS COVERT 

WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA 
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Mrs. Francis Powell Cheek 

226 NORTH FOURTH STREET 

DANVILLE. KENTUCKY 
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Mrs. Francis Powell, cheek 
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815, FIFTH AVENUE 

September 27, 1934. 

Darling Emma: 

Your precious little letter brought 
y°I4^er ^an ev®r this morning. And that beau- 
tifuj/from Rob to me written on my birthday has 
touched me more deeply than I could possibly ex¬ 
press to you. 

I came down to do some business 
chores and am going back tomorrow morning to 
Hartford. Dear Jimmy will probably have to be 
there two or three weeks more. The doctor feels 
that he is recovering in an amazing way. Almost 
the first thing he said when I arrived was, "Vera, 
neither you nor I were with Rob and Qnma at 
Northfield.” And then he proceeded to tell me 
how this unthinkable, unbelievable grief had come 
to you, whispering as he was through all his 
bandages. 

It is Just too wonderful that Jim 
lived through that accident. And how he does love 
you and Rob and all your precious family. It 
isn't just the children, dear. I know there has 
never been such glorious gallantry as Rob's and 
your letters express. 

It would be almost Heaven to see you 
in Hartford. I do not want you to make the effort, 
however,to come there. I had planned to motor over 
to see you with Edna Mason the end of this week, so 
I am glad to know beforehand that you are not to be 
at Rock Ledge. Perhaps next week we can telephone 
and make some plans. I heard through Rob’s office 
this morning that they think he is going to stay in 
the country a little longer. Do keep him there in 
the garden with the lillies and hills all about you. 

Always devotedly, z V*.. 
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2 Corinthians 1. 4. “The comfort wherewith we ourselves 
are comforted of God.” 

I am going to speak this morning about Comfort—the 
comfort of God. I have spent these past two weeks 
trying to think this thing through. I have been trying 
to let God interpret to me the meaning of sorrow. And— 
do not misunderstand me when I say that only God can 
do this. Only God can enter the secret chamber of our 
souls where sorrow dwells. One is deeply moved by let¬ 
ters of sympathy. The grasp of friendly hands means 
much when one is passing through his valley of Baca. 
This is especially true when brave words come from those 
who have gone through this same desolate valley before 
him, who have wet it with their tears, and yet have come 
out victoriously into the green pastures and quiet waters. 

Yet that is not enough. I have had brought home to 
me the sense of my own utter inadequacy in my ministry 
of comfort. How little I understood of what you were 
suffering. And if I had understood how little I had to 
give. Much as we may love another there is a barrier be¬ 
tween personalities that we can never penetrate—a chasm 
we can never cross. Paul in his great chapter on the Res¬ 
urrection says that we differ as one star differs from an¬ 
other star—is millions and millions of miles from its 
nearest neighbor—cannot understand what is going on in 
that distant point of light—knows that if people live there 
they speak another language, look at the universe from 
another angle than we. So each of us has some quality of 
spirit which sets us utterly and hopelessly apart. There 
are so many things we share in common—our outward ex¬ 
periences seem so much the same—birth and death, joy 
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and sorrow, sunshine and shadow—that we are not 
aware of this fundamental unlikeness until something hap¬ 
pens that strikes at the innermost center of our life. Then 
we know that no one, not our nearest friends, can enter 
the Gethsemane of our secret agony. They must wait out¬ 
side the gate while we watch and pray alone. Only One 
from whom we draw all our life, who is in every way 
spirit of our spirit, One in whom we live and move and 
have our being, can understand. We must get to Him to 
find the strength and hope and courage without which we 
cannot take up our life and go on. 

Of course that would have to be. We never could find 
that wonderful combination of sympathy and strength 
which is “comfort” in anyone who doesn’t know the mean¬ 
ing of Life, to whom what we call a mystery is no mys¬ 
tery, and who is so one with ourselves that he is sharing 
our experience completely—suffering as we suffer, know¬ 
ing all and yet seeing through our impenetrable night of 
ignorance with a sureness of the light beyond that inspires 
our courage. There is One Man, and only one in all the 
records of our human race, who answers to this need— 
Jesus Christ the Son of God. To whom else may we go 
but to him. O Lord and Master of us all! Thou hast 
the words of eternal life! 

Think how he stood amid all the world’s sorrow. Think 
how he felt it. For him that barrier of which I have 
spoken was broken through. His soul was part and part¬ 
ner of every soul. He needed no confession, no recital of 
what was crushing human hearts. “He needed no one to 
tell him,” is what we read of him, “for he knew what was 
in the hearts of men.” One of the old prophets speaks of 
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him as the “Man of Sorrows, acquainted with grief.” 
That title does not refer to his own sorrows. He had 
reason enough to weep. But we never read of his weep¬ 
ing for himself. He wept at the grave of Lazarus, but 
there were no tears when he faced suffering and death for 
himself in the Garden of Gethsemane. There was agony 
and bloody sweat, but no tears. He had compassion on the 
multitude, but he never pitied himself. So much of our 
sorrow is self-pity. “What shall I do? How can I live 
without her?” cries your stricken soul. Jesus never said 
anything like that. Always there was the supreme con¬ 
sciousness that, no matter who might leave him, he would 
never be alone, never deserted by his heavenly Father. 
You never read of his seeking for sympathy—never but 
once. That was when he asked certain of his closest friends 
to watch and pray for him while he entered into the agony 
of Gethsemane. They failed him. Human comfort broke 
down. He did not need it. The Father was with him— 
that was enough. And when he had conquered in his 
lonely fight and returned to find them sleeping, there was 
no word of rebuke—only pity for them in their weakness 
and weariness. No, what he would have his disciples 
share with him was not his sorrow, but his joy, his peace. 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.” 
“That my joy might remain in you and that your joy may 
be full.” It was as though the Man of Sorrows had never 
known a sorrow. So completely, so strongly, so joyously 
he went on his way. 

And yet the sorrows of other men, the sorrows of the 
whole world were pouring in upon his heart. There were 
no barriers to keep them out. That word about him that 
he was “touched with a feeling of our infirmities”—that 
he “bore our sins and carried our sorrows” implies that 
he suffered as though he were the sinner, he the sufferer. 
In taking upon himself our human nature he became a 
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part of the pulsing life of the whole world. His heart 
throbbed to every human heart-beat. Wherever there 
was suffering or sorrow, he was drawn to it. He knew 
that there was sorrow in the home at Bethany, though he 
was miles away—knew it before they sent word to him. 
He felt all the hopeless misery of that friendless man at 
the pool of Bethesda, and hurried down from the Temple 
to bring him aid. Again and again he would break away 
from an exacting crowd to carry hope and healing to 
some desolated household. How could he have endured 
the weight of the world’s sorrow? Not one of us could 
bear a millionth part of it. I have no doubt that these 
barriers between our spirits which keep us from fully sens¬ 
ing the sorrow of others are a bit of God’s merciful provi¬ 
dence. I go to a cemetery and stand by a certain grave. 
My heart is full. It could not make room for anything 
more. Even a word of sympathy, a kindly touch are 
more than I could endure. And yet all around me are 
innumerable graves. Every one of them represents just 
such an experience as mine. Suppose that all that sorrow, 
all that anguish were poured in on my own soul! What 
a mercy of God that I cannot comprehend it—cannot take 
it in. We could not live under the weight of the world’s 
sorrow. We can hardly take up the ordinary tasks of life 
under the weight of our own. And yet Jesus had that 
whole intolerable load laid upon him, and he bore it 
steadily, without a faltering step—carried it through the 
sweet fields of Galilee, and the dark streets of Jerusalem 
—on and on. It lay upon his heart as the Cross lay upon 
his shoulder when he took the road to Calvary. He bore 
our sins and carried our sorrows, and there—lifted up to¬ 
ward heaven—he put all the weight of it into the keeping 
of God. 
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We have such a One—touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities. What can he tell us? How can he give us 
comfort—the courage and strength and faith that we need 
to carry on? 

f 1. First, we have the comfort of his own attitude to¬ 
ward the world’s sorrow. It did not shake his faith in 
the love of the heavenly Father—not for one minute. He 
saw a little bird fluttering to earth, stricken, dying. No 
one regarded the death of a sparrow. “Your heavenly 
Father knows,” said Jesus. “He cares. And you—you 
and I—are of more value to him than many sparrows.” 
“Your heavenly Father careth.” You go out of the 
room where your loved one has fallen asleep—out into 
the street. The world goes on its accustomed way—the 
stream of traffic does not halt for a moment—there is 
light laughter and it smites you like a blow. No one 
cares. The sun shines as it did yesterday. The birds 
sing. Nature does not care. 

“How can ye sing, ye little birds, 
And I sae weary, fu’ of care?” 

If your trouble finds no response in your own street, 
no echo in Nature, how can God take note of it? Oh, ye 
of little faith! God is not far away. He is closer to us 

r than any man, even our dearest friend—nearer than Na¬ 
ture. It is in Him, not in Nature, not in our human kind, 
that we live and move and have our being. Closer is He 
than the very breath we draw. He is not far from every 
one of us. He is your Father, said Jesus. “Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth.” Can a 
mother forget her child ? God must know. God may not 
forget. God cares. “No one can pluck you out of my 
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Father’s hand.” Oh, do not draw down the shades in the 
chamber of death, as though the last word had been spoken 
and the last hope fled. Let in the light, that it may speak 
of the new day that has dawned for your beloved and will 
sometime dawn for you, when all the shadows will have 
fled away. Have the faith of Jesus. Have faith in God. 

2. And then it must surely be a comfort to know that 
Tesus himself suffered. He could not escape suffering. 
When he took upon himself the form of man he accepted 
the lot of our mortality. When he came to earth he must 
die as all men did. God did not interfere when they smote 
him, tortured him, hung him on a cross. It may be as 
Ugo Bassi said in his Sermon in the Hospital: 

“When God formed 
This ball of earth among His other balls, 
And set it in His shining firmament, 
Between the greater and the lesser lights, 
He chose it for the Star of Suffering.” 

Through the pain of travail we enter our life on earth and 
by suffering and death we leave it. Why we cannot know. 
It is all a mystery. Jesus did not explain it. I think he 
must have known, but his lips were sealed. I think it must 
be among the things of which he wished to speak, but 
knew that even his nearest believers could not understand, 
could not “bear” it. As the light of the sun must be 
tempered by the atmosphere of the earth, or it would blind 
us, so there is knowledge we earth-bound mortals could 
not comprehend. If these things were clearly revealed 
they would be our undoing. But this Jesus knew, that when 
he came to earth it was to suffer. It was his Father’s will 
that he should suffer. He saw, what we do not see, the 
meaning of suffering and that, by suffering, he should 

fulfil the purpose of God and redeem the world. 
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But there is another fact we must remember. We see 
only that little part of life which is bounded by the eastern 
horizon of birth and the western horizon of death. He 
saw it all. He saw life as eternal. “He knew that he 
came from God and went to God.” This earthly life is 
just a little span, linking eternities. And so Jesus never 
spoke of death as we do—as the end. He called it 
“sleep.” “Our friend Lazarus sleeps.” “The little dam¬ 
sel is not dead; she sleepeth.” The doctor says to you, 
“It is all over.” It is not “all over.” Death is the moment 
of awaking. 

“Why be afraid of death, 
As though your life were breath? 
Death but unseals your eyes— 
O glad surprise!” 

“Your suffering which is but for a moment,” said Paul, 
“brings you a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” Let us try to efface this little narrow view of 
our life, and think of it as something that reaches up and 
on, to come to its flower of perfect beauty in the Father’s 
house and the dear Presence of the One who promised to 
prepare a place for us there and to receive us when we 
reach home. 

3. And there is just one more source of comfort in 
Christ of which I will speak. He overcame death. He 
conquered the conqueror. He showed what he could do 
when he stood by the bed of Jairus’ little daughter, and 
by the bier of the son of the widow of Nain, and by the 
tomb of Lazarus. Death could not hold him. He rose 
out of Joseph’s new tomb. The question rises, Why did 
he not abolish it altogether ? Why must Death be the last 
enemy to be destroyed? Why did he not destroy it once 
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and for all? That is his secret. Remember how he re¬ 
garded Death as such a little thing—only an incident—a 
brief moment of sleep—not a thing to dread—only a dark 
passage through which we go into the light of a new day, 
with himself to pilot us and bring us through. An enemy ? 
yes; but an enemy subjugated, compelled to do the com¬ 
mand of a Father whose will it is that not one of His little 
ones should perish. 

“Death is so brutal!” said a friend to me. So it seems 
to us. It seems to us so cruel, so unfeeling—sweeping 
on its path of destruction recklessly—taking toll of the 
fairest and best—leaving unscathed those of whom the 
world might well be rid. Watts has painted a picture of 
this grim figure, standing before the door of a home, and 
Love (a dimpled, baby boy) trying vainly to bar his way 
—and Love’s wing is broken in the hopeless fray. There 
is youth, cut down when the vision of the beauty of the 
earth has just dawned, and all the possibilities of life are 
reflected in its eager eyes. There is the sweet young mother 
who has just looked upon the face of the child God has 
given her and begun to weave her dreams of love about 
it, and now must leave the training of the child to other 
hands. Yes, Death is brutal. Death is cruel. But remem¬ 
ber that it is an impersonal thing. It is just one of the 
forces of Nature, unsympathetic, unyielding, which cut 
straight across our desires, defeat our plans, crush our 
hopes. If God should intervene, that would set back the 
whole course of Nature, and we would be far worse off. 
We could not live with certainty about anything. Brave 
souls do not surrender to the shadow and the mystery and 
the darkness. They hold fast to the things they know. 
We know that all things work for the good of those who 
love God. We know that God can take these natural 
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enemies of ours and make them our servants. We know 
that Death itself cannot separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Into our stillness comes 
the word of Christ to comfort and sustain our souls. 
“This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” 

Is death a thing to dread? Not for those who undergo 
it. There are those for whom it is a welcome deliverance 
from pain. And for those who have thought of it with 
terror, when the hour has come to go, there is a merciful 
oblivion. God puts His gentle fingers on their eyelids. 
“I am so tired,” they say, and they fall asleep. “So He 
giveth His beloved sleep,” and when they waken to the 
new day the fear is all behind them. It is we who suffer, 
not, they. Our grief is not for them but for ourselves. 
We are lonely, but they are safe. They are in the com¬ 
pany of those who love them as we loved them and have 
been waiting for the “knitting severed friendships up.” 
Isn’t there an element of selfishness in all our sorrow? 
Can we not bear our loneliness a little more bravely in the 
thought of what has come to them? 

There is much that is left. 

(a) There is memory. It is true that to remember is 
to suffer. It is to know again the agony of our loss. 
But surely we should not wish to forget. I cannot under¬ 
stand how anyone should say, “I must find some diversion, 
some distraction; I must not let myself remember.” For 
there is a gracious ministry, a heavenly ministry, in sor¬ 
row. The depth of our loss is the measure of our sense 
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of God’s gift to us in those whom we have loved and lost 
awhile. Is any price too great to pay for the priceless love 
that was ours, even for so brief a time? 

“’Tis better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all.” 

No, do not try to forget. You can grow hard and thank¬ 
less if you forget. Cherish the memory though it brings 
you pain. Don’t let life efface the lovely pictures of the 
past. Hold them as your priceless treasure. Our treas¬ 
ure laid up in heaven does not cease to be our treasure 
still. Sometime we shall find it again. When we hear 
these words spoken over our dear ones, “The Lord gave 
and the Lord hath taken away”—let us think not only of 
what we have lost. Let us thank God for what He gave. 
And what God gives nothing on earth can ever really 
take away. 

(b) And there is more than memory. There is hope. 
Hope is the anchor that enters within the veil. Hope is 
forged from memory. It is all the beautiful past quick¬ 
ened and renewed in the light of eternity. What has been 
shall be again. If not that, then be sure it will be some¬ 
thing better. Memory recalls so vividly a little boy and 
little girl, dancing hand in hand down a country lane, with 
the dappled sunlight falling on them through the over¬ 
arching trees, laughing in their joy of living and loving 
—inseparable companions ever—growing up together in 
such beauty and grace as drew the love of everyone to 
them. I would never have the picture fade. Time would 
dim it. That bewitching age of childhood is so soon gone. 
But hope makes it eternal. It is hope that catches up that 
memory and helps me to the vision of a fairer country 
than earth knows, 
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“Where everlasting spring abides 
And never-withering flowers.” 

Hand in hand they go again in the unfading sunshine, and 
there is a little child between them. I can have no fear for 
them where they are. There is nothing that can hurt, 
or harm, or destroy. As I look back there is nothing I 
would have different. Memory does not bring one cloud 
into the sky. Could I ask anything better than what God 
has given me ? Could I pray for anything better than God 
has given them ? 
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O Lord, by all Thy dealings with us, whether 
of joy or pain, of light or darkness, let us be 
brought to Thee. Let us value no treatment of 
Thy grace simply because it makes us happy or 
because it makes us sad, because it gives us or 
denies us what we want; but may all that Thou 
sendest us bring us to Thee, that knowing Thy 
perfectness, we may be sure in every disappoint¬ 
ment that Thou art still loving us, in every dark¬ 
ness that Thou art still enlightening us, and in 
every enforced idleness that Thou art still using 
us; yea, in every death that Thou art giving us 
life, as in His death Thou didst give life to Thy 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Phillips Brooks. 
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Mrs. Arthur W. Courtney 
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A Ship Sets Sail 
“/ am standing upon the seashore. A 

ship at my side spreads her white sails 
to the morning breeze and starts for the 
blue ocean. She is an object of beauty 
and strength and I stand and watch her 
until at length she hangs like a speck of 
white cloud just where the sea and sky 
come down to mingle with each other. 
Then someone at my side says, ‘There! 
She is gone.’ Gone where? Gone from 
my sight—that is all. 

“She is just as large in mast and hull 
and spar as she was when she left my 
side, and just as able to bear her load 
of living freight to the place of destina¬ 
tion. Her diminished size is in me, not 
in her; and, just at the moment when 
someone at my side says ‘There! She 
is gone!’ there are other eyes watching 
her coming, and other voices ready to 
take up the glad shout, ‘There she 
comesV And that is dying.” 
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(?C. cl C (ixlqlk 
Cambridge, Mass., 
October 15,1934. 

(Care of Dr John Mackay, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y.) 

Rev.Robert E.Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr Speer:— 

Although the name which subscribes this let ter, may 
not mean to you,I took the liberty of adressing afew lines, 
in the hope that God will confort you in your great sorrow 
and loss. 

It was a great shock to hear of the terrible deed of 
violence against the precious life of one whose work for 
the Youth of his own country promised much from such a 
noble Son of an illustrious Father. 

Why did God premit such violence and terrible deed ? 
This is a mistery which no one can fully inderstand,but we 
can leave it all into the hands of our Heavenly Father.In 
His wisdom He premits such violence,but in His own time He 
will use even such events for the advancement of His Truth, 
and glory of His Name. It& hard but even through our tears 
and sorrow we can say with Paul:"All things work together 
for good to them that love God”. 

It is said that a carpet maker always works from the 
reverse side. Watching his work,what disharmony of designs, 
what confusion of colorsl Can he bring harmony out of such 
confusion ? Yes.When the work is finished we can admire such 
beauty,such harmony of plans and designs'. May it not be that 
the Great Creator of the Universe in His wisdom and time will 
reveal to us some day the harmony of His plans and ways.I 
believe so, and that some day we will receive ample compensation 
for all the heart ache and tears of this present life. 

I can sympathize with you in your loss. Five years 
ago,when returning from an open air meeting in #y city, I 
beheld the form a beloved child — a boy three years old — in 
flames. He was the most loving,and precisely the one that 
can caressed me most when I went to that service. In that 
terrible experience,I found confort in God's word. I received 
a new meaning to the words of Paul:"For me to die is gain". 

Praying God's richest blessing, 
and heavenly confort upon you and 
your dear ones, 

I am yours in His Name, 
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^ jfelloinsJfttp of tf)t Spirit 
(Phil. 2:1-2) 

(An Interdenominational fellowship of Christians, united in the desire and aim of restoring to the Church the spiritual power and fervor 

of Apostolic Christianity.) Acts 1:4-5, 8, 12-14 and 2nd Chapter. 

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN: REV. WILLIAM CARTER VICE-CHAIRMAN: REV. WILL H. HOUGHTON 

TREASURER: MR. WM. A. HARBISON MR. HUGH R. MONRO 

HEADQUARTERS: THIRD FLOOR SOUTH, 1421 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Sept. f7.1934. 

GENERAL COMMITTEE My Dear Dr.Speer: 

y heart feleeda for you in the 
institute, New y0ur dear son. It is one of the most 

rev. francis b. upham, that haa ever come to one so devoted to 
Pastor John Street Methodist Church, j n wrrmV 
New York City. WlO.e WOi K# 

REV. DON O. SHELTON, 
Pres. National Bible 
York City. 

tragic death 
devastating thirg 
G-od’s great worlc" 

P.EV. WILL H. HOUGHTON, 
Pastor Calvary Baptist Church, New 
York City. 

COL. E. N. SANCTUARY, 
Leader Men’s Bible Class, Fifth Ave. 
Pres. Church, New York City. 

REV. DANIEL RUSSELL, 
Moderator of New York Presbytery. 

In common with hundreds of your friends and 
brethren,I send my heartfelt sympathy and most profound 
sorrow for this terrible blow that has come upon you and 
your home. 

REV. DANIEL A. POLING, 
President World’s Christian Endeavor 
Union. 

REV. NORMAN V. PEALE, 
Pastor Marble Collegiate Reformed 
Church, New York City. 

Mrs Carter joins me in deepest sympathy also 
to your dear wife. May G-od in Hj_g infinite goodness and 
loving kindness be very loving and tender to both of you. 

MR. WM. A. HARBISON, 
President Men’s Bible Class, White 
Plains, N. Y. 

REV. FRANK E. SIMMONS, 
Pastor Spencer Memorial Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

MR. HUGH R. MONRO, 
Pres. Stony Brook Assembly and Pres. 
Montclair National Bank, N. J. 

REV. W. G. CLARK-DUFF, 
Pastor Duryea Presbyterian Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

MR. ALEXANDER I. JONES, 
Supt. McAuley Water Street Mission, 
New York City. 

REV. HARRY L. BOWLBY, 
Gen. Secretary Lord’s Day Alliance, 
New York City. 

Yours 

MR. WM. PHILLIPS HALL, 
President American Tract Society, 
New York City. 

REV. WILLIAM CARTER, 
Late Pastor Throop Ave. Presbyterian 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 



rev. A. Brown Caldwell, stated clerk 

2221 Elsinor Ave., Baltimore, Md 

Rev. Hugh Lenox Hodge, D. D.. moderator 

210 W. Madison St., Baltimore, Md. 
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The Presbytery of Baltimore 

[ORGANIZED IN BALTIMORE TOWN, NOVEMBER 1786] 
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The PiNE Street Presbyterian Church 

OF HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

C. WALDO CHERRY, MINISTER 

THE CHURCH OFFICE 
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\t ^ttxmvd attit (Tartars OLoJlfcg# 

'Norilj (Karolina 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

CONDUCTED BY 

®I|e ^carb of Rational (JHxssums 
OF THE 

^resb^tcrian (Hljurclj xtx ilje ^nrteh States of JVmcrica 

Asheville, N.C. 
September 16,1934. 

Dostr 3r# Speer \ 
We"have learned of the sorrow that has come to you and your 

family in the loss of your son Elliott. His splendid Christian 
life so full of service will comfort you more than any words v/e 
who love you can speak.Hrs. Calfee and myself do however want you 
and your dear family to know that you are in our daily thoughts 

and prayers.Hay God bless,comfort,and sustain you as He draws you 
nearer in His arms of love. 

Most sincerely yours 



LEWIS BIRGE CHAMBERLAIN 

THE BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE 

NEW YORK 
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2315 Irving Ave. So. Minneapolis Minn, 
Sep.16th,1934 

Our very dear Cousins Emma and Robert. 
We cannot tell you what a shock it aas to learn 

t lay of the very great tragedy that has come into your lives in the loss 
of dear Elliott. 

Words fail one and seem so inadequate to express what we feel,and 
1 would that 1 could thorw my arms around you and cry with you. 

You have been constahly in our thoughts and prayers ever since we heard 
the news this morning in church,where Dr. Boddy prayed so beautifully for 
you,and 1 know many other ministers have remembered you in their prayers 
and with them the great host of people who love you. 

All we can do at such a time is to look up to the Dear Father who loves 
and pities us,and suffers with us. He never allows a single tragedy pain or 
sorrow to enter our lives without some wise and loving purpose,and in 
all our sufferings le suffers with us. 0 what a wonderful G-od and Savior 
we have! How clcsexy He. comes to us when we see Him weeping 'with Mary 
and Martha .Nothing has brought Him closer to me itimes of sorrow than 
to remember that God Cries with us. 

With our limited understanding and vision,v/e cannot understand now the 
mystery of so much suffering and its pain ,but v/e do know that oftennHis 
greatest blessings come to us thru suffering. For one thing,it makes 
us feel very tenderly towards all who suffer,we can enter into their 
agony as we could not any other v/ay. 

We cannot understand why so many who are a burden and seemingly 
useless,-so many who are a curse to the world remain,while those who are 
so needed and fill such a large place are taken. 

When dear Joe was sick,thousands of Moslems as well as Christians asked 
God to take them and spare him. 

But,it will not be so very long before we shall understand all,in that 
other life where v/e shall see Him face to face,with the marks He bore 
for ousf" sakes . 

0 the wonder of the sympathy and love of Christ! When He knew the 
sufferings that av/aited His followers)^ said, “Let not your heart be troubled 
Believe in God ,believe also in me"-Peace I leave with you,My peace 
1 give unto youinot as the world giveth ,give luntto you.Met not your heart 
be troubled ,neither let it be afraid" 

1 shall never forget the words of my sainted Mother,shortly before 
she v/as to give her last son up for His work. "Fred,as 1 look back over 
life therehav© been many sorrows,and much suffering,(She had lost five 

children and her husband) but if 1 could,1 would not make a single change". 
Those words have often comforted me,as they showed her faith and 

resignation. 

1 know the Loving Arms are around you dear ones,and that He will comfort 
you . 1 cannot tell you how very precious you are to u^, and how very 
closely this brings you to us. We love you more than ever and shall 
pray continually that He help and comfort you. Please extend our deepeBB 
sympathy and love to Margaret and William. With deepesr sympathy & love 

Always affectionately yours r-,— / 
ID( 
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Cljeobore (JH. Carlisle, JL JL, J§taieh Clerk 

74 ©refyarh Street, Jamaica ^llairt, ^iass. 

Militant ^roftme, Creasurer 

167 QUmfmrob Street, (JNalbcn, ,iHass. 

Dr Robert E.Speer 
New York City, 

Dear Br Speer: 

The Presvytery of Boston assembled in the 
Fourth Presbyterian Church of Boston has authorised me 
as Stated Clerk too extend to you and Mrs Speer our heart¬ 
felt and deepest sympathy in the sorrow that has come to 
your home. 

Your Son was a worthy member of our profes¬ 
sion of the ministry. His work at the Mt Hermon school 
is a testimony to his acholarly ability. The method of his 
removal from such a ministry and home and loved ones was 
dastardly. 

May we encroach upo# your hour of grief to 
thus offer our heartfelt sympathy and to join with you in 
the knowledge that our Heavenly Father will comfort you with 
the comfort wherewith you have comforted others in His Name. 

With sincere desire to have you know we are 
all mindful of you and your wife as well as Mrs Elliott 
Speer and family in our prayers I beg to remain 

Most sincerely 

October 
5th,1934, Theodore M.Carlisle, Stated Clerk. 

I 



“The Love of Qhrist Constraineth Us” 

United Christian Missionary Society 

STEPHEN J. COREY, PRESIDENT 

I. J. CAHILL, First Vice-President 

MISS LELA E. TAYLOR, SECOND 
Vice-President 

MISS HAZEL I. SCOTT, RECORDER 

C. W. PLOPPER, Treasurer 

Cable address “GO” 

THE FIELD IS THE WORLD 

Missions Building 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

September 19, 193^ 

Continuing the Work of the 

American Christian Missionary Society 

Christian Woman's Board of Missions 

Foreign Christian Missionary society 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 - 5 th Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Robert: 

You and Mrs. Speer and the family of Elliott 
Speer have been very much in my mind and prayers during 
the days of your great sorrow. There are thousands of" 
good people who will have fellowship with you in the hour 
of your trial. Your faith and spiritual insight have 
been a great encouragement to me through all the years 
of our acquaintance. I know that the same realities are 
aiding you in the blow which has come. I want you to 
know that you are remembered. 

Affectionately yours, 

SJC:42-i 
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HENRY, ILLINOIS 
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WILLIAM MARSHALL COSBY 

BIRM INGHAM 

September 21st, 
1 

9 

Dr. Doctor Speer: 

I was made very sad when I learned 
of the untimely going of your wonderful son. It was 
a most dastardly deed, and must have been the act of 
a maniac. It seems unnatural, as well as very 
sad, that such a man as he should be taken, and so 
many thousands of worthless ones left# 

You have a warm place in the hearts 
of the American people, and the entire world so far 
as that is concerned, and you are probably the best 
known and best loved layman in the world# 

The fact that you have the sympathy 
of so many people I know will be solace to you in this 
dark hour; more so, since you are probably nearer our 
Saviour than any other layman. I know that you are 
depending upon that entirely at this time and there is 
not much that I can say. 

I think perhaps I can sympathize with 
you more than the average man, as I logt my only dear 
son when he was twenty-one. 

With very best wishes, I am 

Most sincerely, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 
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INVESTMENT AND FIDUCIARY CO-ORDINATORS 

90 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK 

September 13th, 1934* 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, Secretary 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Doctor 

Upon my return to the city yesterday, 
I read in the newspapers of the sad and untimely pass¬ 
ing of your son. What a terrific shock his death must 
have been to Mrs. Speer and yourself. Mrs. Cole joins 
me in the expression of heartfelt sympathy in your great 
bereavement. 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

H.E.C./gw 



Columbia 'STIfeolagical Seminary 

Jleratur, (Georgia 

PATRICK H. CARMICHAEL 
ENGLISH BIBLE AND 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

September 18, 1954. 

Ur. Robert K. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Doctor Speer, 

■ e have just noticed the Associated .press re¬ 
port of the tragic death of your son. l hasten to 
express genuine sympathy to you and other members 
of the family, l am sure that it must have come to 
all of you as a very great shock. 

Realizing as i do that you and yours enjoy 
the deeper satisfactions which come from a vital 
fellowship with him, I wi's^TtS say to you that we 
share with you in your sorrow. 

raternally yours, 
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The Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 
BROADWAY AT FIRST STREET 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 

September 17th, 1924 

Rev. Robert 2. Speer, D.D., 
156 Fifth ^venue, 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Along with a multitude of other friends of 3^ours 

my heart goes out in deepest sympathy to you end Mrs. 

Speer in the deep and tragie bereavement 3T0U have 

suffered. We are remembering you in our prayers and 

trusting that God's all sufficient grace will sustain 

and comfort you in your shock and sorrow. 

Very sincerely yours 

JRC-ER 



HERBERT K. CASKEY 

34 Lawrence Place 

Asheville, North Carolina 
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From the Desk of 

WILLIAM MELVILLE CURRY, D. D. 

1116 DREXEL AVENUE 

DREXEL HILL. PA. 

Seot 15 34 

Dr.Robert K.Speer, 
156 Fifth averm 
New YorK 

My Deer Dr.Speer:- 

Mrs Curry joins me in most profound 
sympathy to you end Mrs Speer on the tragic 
death of your son,Elliot. 

One wonders what our country is 
com!nr to these days. May Rod. bless yuu,Dear 
man in this hour of your sorrow. 

Affectionately 

i 



The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

COMPARATIVE RELIGION AND MISSIONS 

W. O. CARVER 

Box 4, Norton Hall, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 
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The Missionary Training Institute 
NYACK-ON-HUDSON 

New York 
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The Board of Foreign missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 
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OFFICE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone 872-J 

HOME 

130 Ridge avenue 

Phone 396-R 

DONALD W. CARRUTHERS 

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER TO STUDENTS 

AT 

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE 

STATE COLLEGE. PENNSYLVANIA 

December 7, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Senior Secretary 
The Board of Foreign Missions 
The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

You have been repeatedly in my thoughts and 
prayers since the news of the sudden passing of Elliott. 
I knew him in my connections with Murray Dodge and in our 
Princeton Crusaders group. I recall his asking my counsel 
years ago regarding Mr. Will Moody1s invitation to have a 
part in the Northfield schools. 

At the Quiet Day of the Huntingdon Presbytery 
the early part of September, some of us asked that you and 
your family be remembered corporately in prayer. One of 
the members of the Huntingdon session told me of your 
telegram to your sis ter telling of the news and ending 
with the words ”God is love.” It was such a tremendous 
challenge to know of such confident faith when the bottom 
of life had shelved so treacherously. Some days afterward, 
in speaking with a geologist who has been discovering more 
of God, and who himself had recently finished your book 
”The Finality of Jesus Christ,” on learning of the closing 
words of your telegram, said, T,Any man who could write a 
book like that could say a thing like that.” 

In England two summers ago, in Oxford I heard a 
Scottish woman of noble family telling of some of her 
suffering, say ”God entrusts us with suffering.” It was 
a whole new concept on the ways ofGod’s dealing with His 
children. 

A few days ago a graduate student in Bio Chemistry, 
who has been working his way through to a deeper faith, said, 
”1 have come to the conclusion that there are two certaintle s 

Representing 

The University Department, The Board of Christian Education, 

The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 



HOME 

130 Rioge Avenue 

Phone 396-R 

OFFICE 

Presbyterian Church 

Phone 872-J 

DONALD W. CARRUTHERS 

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER TO STUDENTS 

AT 

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE 

STATE COLLEGE. PENNSYLVANIA 

2 

in life. One is death and the other is God. " At the funeral 
of a college student killed in an automobile accident recently, 
one was conscious of the fidelity of the ladfs observanoeo. cl 

God be with you and bless you and your immediate 
family in your deepened Christian witness into which He has 
called you. Please do not bother acknowledging this letter, 
for I know of the tremendous demands already made upon you. 
I have assured you previously of the deep gratitude some of 
us feel to God for your insistent ©iristian witness these 
more than forty years of discipleship. 

Very sincerely yours 

Representing 

The University Department, The Board of Christian Education, 

The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
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Mary Dudderidge 
CARNEGIE HALL, STUDIO 133 

154 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET 

TELEPHONE CIRCLE 7-6025 

September 16th 

My dear Mrs. Speer: 

I have just read in the Times 
the shocking news about your son. Knowing 
how overwhelmed you must be by such a tragedy, 
I hesitate to intrude upon you,but 1 cannot 
refraim from writing to express my sympathy. 
It is a small thing,but all one has to offer 
at a time like this. 

What a terrible world in which 
things like this can happen! 

Yours very sincerely 

/ 
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REMEMBERING "JESUS CHRIST THE SAME 

YESTERDAY AND TO-DAY, 

AND FOREVER” 
Hebrews 13:8. 0 

n 
Christmas 1934 

Rev. and Mrs. Charles T. Doolittle 
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Mary Shepard Dougherty 

55 PIERREPONT STREET 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
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Richard J. Dosker 

15 Aldred Avenue 

Rockville Center. N. Y. 

September,23/34. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Our hearts are burdened for you and 
yours in the great grief which has so recently 
come upon you in the untimely and tragic 
passing of your son Elliott. 

Our family prayer circle has joined 
with others of your friends around the world 
in asking that consolation,such as can come 
from God alone,may sustain you all in this 
hour of your great loss. 

Very sincerely yours, 

—- 
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Charles E. Dunn 

23 SUNDERLAND AVENUE 

RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY 

24th September, 1934 

1 ly dear Dr. Speer- 

Of course all Princeton men grieve with 
you in this sad bereavement tnat has so sudden¬ 
ly and inexplicably come upon you and yours. 

dhile I never met Elliott personally,^! 
heard him speak on one occasion at a state meet¬ 
ing of our Congregational Churches held a few 
years ago in "Orcester, 

Words seem futile at such a time, but 
I thought it might be a comfort to you to know 
that I am thinking of you. 

Perhaps the best use of sorrow is to 
make it an occasion for gallantry, -’e must be 
brave under the buffets of fate, and use our 
dark hours as a vocation carrying solemn re¬ 
sponsibilities. Then some fine day, in 4od s 
Providence, we shall be able uo say with trie 
psalmist: "Weeping may^endure for a night, but Joy 
cometh in the morning. 

I have not forgotten your visits to 
Princeton when I was an undergraduate, and the 
inspiration of your words then and since. 

Sympathetically, 

Rutherford Congregational Church 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Received at 

r 
GR51 1 2=NEVi/YORK NY SEP 15 1 1 27A 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPER^ 

:PHONE MTHERMON SCHOOL NORTHFI ELD MASS 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

J S 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S C 

1201-S 

=Y0UR GRIEF IS OURS LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO HOLLY AND TO YOU 

•ROBERT AND SARAH DICKINSON. 

1 144A 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WE 
1201-S 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

TERN 
UNION Si 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shewn on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at Flatiron Rider Now Vr»vlr 

NBH143 23= ZA CHICAGO ILL 15 903A 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

156 FIFTH AVE= 

954 SEP 15 AM 10 23 
MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

WE SEND YOU AND MRS SPEER OUR MESSAGE OF DEEPEST SYMPATHY OVER 

THE TERRIBLE LOSS THAT HAS COME TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY^ 

DETWEILER AND REID. 

y A>» 

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WTLLEVER 

PRESIDENT_CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_ FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

r 
GR6l 12=TDBSV QUOGUE NY SEP 16 1208P 

DR AND MRS ROBERT SPEER= 

MTHERMON MASS= 

;0U R DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND HEARTFELT LOVE GO OUT TO YOU AND 

YOU RS= ' ' 

EMILY AND FREDERICK DUNCAN. 

1 51P 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

S 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

f 

1201-S 

J-V. 
SIGNS  

DI. = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

S_r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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The International Lessons Linked to Life by 

The World’s Religious Leaders 

RICHARD D. DODGE, Editor 
Ocala, Fla. 
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1436 Warner Ave., 
Chicago,ILL. 

Oct.7,1934. 

Dr. R.E.Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave., 

New York City, 
N.Y. 

Dear Doctor: 
Since the tragic death of your son in Northfield,you have 

been constantly in our thoughts.Both Judith and myself are 
daily praying for you and for Mrs. Speer so that our heavenly 
father may sustain and comfort you in this great bereavement 
taken place in your family.May God spare your life to serve 
the cause of the foreign missions for many years to come. 

With the best of wishes,! remain. 

Respectful]^ Yours, 

"Kasha Yacob" 



ELDERS ELDERS 

The Huntingdon Presbyterian Church 
ORGANIZED 1763 

J. S. WOODS. TREASURER 

ROBERTS ROYER. CLERK 

C. H. SWIGART 
R. M. NEWCOMBE 

S. C. POSTLETH W A ITE 

FIFTH AND MIFFLIN STREETS 

REV.R.PDAUBENSPECK.DD.MINISTER 

WILLIAM R. BANKS 

FORREST JACKSON 

CHARLES E. HORTON 
WARREN B. SIMPSON 

T. S. BRATTON 

Huntingdon,Pa.Sunday,Sept 16 1934 

Dr.Robert E Speer 
Englewood 

II.J. 

My Dear Dr.Speer;* 
We were all shocked bn receiving news of your 
eon,Elliott,» death.Many are the expressions of 
sympathy one hears from your friends in this 

community. , . , - .. 
At the morning service to-day,by action of the 
congregation,1 was requested to convey to you 
and Mrs Speer,and through you towycur son,s wife 
and children,the sympathy and good wishes of 
"The Old Home Church**. 
This is one of the many mysteries we face in life. 
Why do such things have to be?We wonder,sometimes, 
what we would do at such times,were it not for 
the assurance we ha^e of a coming time,when we 
shall understand those things which are now ©o 
m®ch of a mystery to us. 
My prayer is that God will bless and comfort you 
and Mrs Speer,the widowed wife and the orphaned 
children,and all who have been touched and 
saddened by your son,a tragic death. 

Sincerely Yours 

A?A 



Reid Stuart Dickson 

Witherspoon Building 

PHILADELPHIA 

September fifteenth, 
1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Board of Foreign Missions, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The news of the awful tragedy of the loss of your 
boy Elliott, has just this moment reached me. My hearty 
went out to you with deep and loyal affection, and I want 
you to have this word of personal and very deep sympathy. 

As you know, I loved Elliott, and always rejoicea 

in every contact with the boy. Our time together overseas 

during the Yfar brought me very close to him, and I have 
always heard with deep interest any account of his work and 
ministry in the years that followed. I know none of the 
details of this terrible tragedy, but I only know that your 
heart is torn and bleeding, and I want you to have this woid 

from a loyal friend. 

Your life and ministry have been such an inspira¬ 

tion to thousands of young and old through the years of youi 
ministry to Christ and the Church that no one needs to recall 
to you the great things of our Faith, or to bring to you the 
assurances of God’s comfort and His faithful promises. That 
you may be given strength to endure is my earnest prayer. 
The hearts of those whom you have helped so often will turn 
to you in this hour of your own distress. May Our Heavenly 

Father richly bless you. 

With deep and sincere sympathy, 

Your friend, 
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First Presbyterian Church 

Kokomo, Indiana 

September 17, 1°34. 

Hurd Allyn Drake.Pastor 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

My Dear Doctor Speer: 

My secretary, Miss Clark, just 
brought me word of the news contained in 
yesterday’s public press about the sudden 
call that had come to your son, Elliott, 
at Northfiald. 

’-Vords fail to express the sorrow 
we feel at this tragic news. I can not 
adequately express the sympathy we feel for 
you and Mrs. Speer and all other members 
of the family; but I want you to know that 
our hearts are with you and that we shall 
be praying earnestly that the good gr=*ce 
of God which you have so powerfully 
commended to others, may in this crisis 
prove exceeding abundant, mere than you can 
ask or think. Mrs. Drake joins me in these 
desires for God’s blessing and help to be 
wi th you. 

Er starnaily 

! D:C 



John H. DeWitt 

Judge of the Court of Appeals of Tennessee 

Nashville 
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DIRECTORS: 

The Rev. S. H. Gapp, Ph.D., D.D., (1925) 
President; 

The Rev. J. E. Weinland, D.D., (1930) 
Vice-President; 

The Rt. Rev. Karl A. Mueller, D.D., (1913) 
Fred B. Hartmann, (1921) 
John E. Leibfried, (1922) 
Frank H. Martin, (1922) 
J. Seward Titlow, (1925) 
Fred. T. Beckel, (1933) 
Wesley R. Masten, (1934) 
The Rev. C. D. Kreider, (1922), 

Recording Secretary. 
The Rev. Paul de Schweinitz* D.D., (1898) 

Treasurer. 

THE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED BRETHREN 

FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL 

AMONG THE HEATHEN 
Organized 1745; Reorganized 1787: Incorporated 1788 

(The incorporated missionary society of the Moravian Church in America) 

The oldest incorporated Protestant Foreign Missionary Society 

in the United States 

Incorporated by the Act of the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
Wednesday. February 27th. 1788. 

THE TREASURER’S OFFICE: 

67 WEST CHURCH STREET, 

BETHLEHEM, PA., 

U. S. A. 

Telephone: 

BETHLEHEM 831 

Treasurer of Missions: 

PAUL de SCHWEINITZ, D.D., (1898) 

September 15th, 1934. 

My dear Dr. & Mrs Speer: 

Words fail me to express the horror with which 
Mrs. de S. and I read the dreadful news in tonight’s paper of the 
heartless murder of your son, and our hearts go 4ut to you in tenderest 
sympathy, and tho we know her not, especially to the young widow and 
the three dear little children. How fortunate it is, that Mrs. Speer’s 
parents are with her to sustain her in this awful blow. 

It must have been the deed of some madman, for it seems impossible 
to explain it in any other way. 

I know that you have all the comfort and strength that come from 
your Christian faith, so I need'^attempt to write any words of comfort, 
and all that I wish to do is to attempt even in this imperfect way to 
telf^iow our thoughts are with you, and to let you know the depth of our 
sympathy. 

We did not know your son, but a very good friend of one our 
grandsons is a student at Mt. Kernon, and he thought all the world of 
Mr. Elliot Speer. I am sure he must have been beloved by all his pupils. 

My wife and I are thinking much of those three little children. 
Our youngest child is Louise, and she is 37. Your son, the paper says, 
was 35. Louise has four little girls, so the presumption is, that your 
grandchildren are even younger than our Louise’s children, and we can 
picture so keenly, what this must mean to young Mrs. Speer and tkixxix 
these little children. 

When Helena lost her husband she was left with four children ^ 
ranging f^om 5 to 13 years, but her husband died from disease, and ak&si 
had none of the horror, that has befallen your daughter-in-law. 

All these things enable us to enter at least in some degree into 
your sorrow, and we yearn to have you feel the sympathy, that we have 

with you. 
We spoke of Dr. Speer on his birthday on September 10th, and 

little did we dream that such a sorrow was to come upon him. 
kg May our dear Lord uphold you and young Mrs. Speer, and 

believe me most sympathetically and affectionately yours, 

You of course know, that this is not a dictated letter. J do 
all my own typing. My own handwriting is almost illegible, I am 

sorry to have to admit. 



FRANCIS SHUNK DOWNS. D D 

PASTOR 

ROBERT W. MACDONALD 

CLERK OF SESSION 

A. LORIN RIDINGS 
ASSISTANT PASTOR 131.first Presbyterian (Tljurct) 

of !SerKeloy. California 

DANA STREET AT CHANNING WAY 

MARGARET W. DONALDSON 

SECRETARY 

The Church Office 

2407 Dana Street 

Personal 

September 21, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Board of Foreign Missions, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, N. Y. 

My dea^ dear Dr. Speer: 

It is just impossible for me to tell you how 
shocked and grieved I was to hear of Elliot’s 
death. My heart went out to you with great 
sympathy and longing and I wish that I could 
have come to you and stood by during these days 
of sorrow and loss. Know that you and your 
loved ones are being remembered much at the 
throne of grace. May&od of all Comfort be 
your present portion and in the midst of this 
triad may the Son of Cod, your Saviour Friend, 
be with you moment by moment. 

A wealth of sympathy and prayer is going up for 
you and yours from your many friends here in 
First Church and Berkeley. How I wish I could 
be of some help. 

With much love, I am 

FSD:MWD 

Ever affectionately yours, 

FRANCIS SHUNK DOWNS 

Via AIR MAIL 
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GEORGE D. DAYTON 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Sept. 17, 
1 9 3 4 . 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Speer: 

What can I say — except that I love you and am 
sorry, so sorry, this experience has come to you. 
God help you, is my prayer. 

Multitudes all over the United States are offer¬ 
ing the same petition and you will he comforted 
by the knowledge we are sympathetic — even 
though we cannot otherwise help in any way. 
How helpless we humans are! 

My heart also goes out to the wife, whom I do 
not know. 

I am sure God will be very near to you all — 
He loves you dearly. 

GDD-T 

Fraternally, 

Dr. and Mrs. R. E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 
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Darragh deLancey 

52 Pine Street 

Waterbury, Connecticut Q /*9 
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THE NAHUATL INDIAN MISSION 
^ (a. r. Presbyterian) 

SUSTAINED BY PRAYER 
PRAY YE THE LORO OF THE HARVEST THAT HE WILL SEND MORE LA BORERS INTO HIS HARVEST. (MATH. 9:38.) 

rev. J. G. Dale D. D. director. 

Our Supremo Need-Prayer. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will 

send us men to be trained as 

bible evangelists. 

Pray that funds may be sent us 

for their support. 

Pray for a mighty revival in this 

great tribe. 

Would you like to receive our 

nows letters about this Indian 

work, send your name and 

address to Mr. E. D. Ellis 

Lake Wales, Florida. 

He wondered that there was no 

intercessor.—Is. 59.16. 

Will you not be for us a helper 

by prayer? 

Cor. I:II. 
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The Manse 
Millerton, N. Y. 

Oct. 31, 1934 

& 1«E4 , 
VJ l\ 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
The Board of Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Mr. John R. Thompson, Jr. of 
Amenla is the most influential man in the 
Amenia church, and, if not chairman of the 
pulpit committee, is certainly the one to 
wnom you should write. ■‘■he Rev. Benjamin 
Bentley, recently graduated from Yale and 
pastor of the South Amenia church, is moderator 
of the session. I will also endeavor to 
put in a good word for Mr. Marker. 

And may I add a personal word? 
After these many days Marjory and I would 
express to you and Mrs. Speer our sincere 
sympathy. What we would say is so inadequate, 
but at least we can let you know that we are 
feeling with you. There is gratitude mingled 
with that feeling for having known Elliot . 
Marjory had to leave for the hospital at 
the time of the tragedy. When she had returned 
home quite recovered we went over to Lakeville 
to call only to discover that you had left for 
the city. I realize full well that it would 
have been you and Mrs. Speer strengthening us, 
but we would have sought, what this tardy note 
attempts, to put our earnest meaning into 
the grasp of the hand. 

Our kindest regards to Mrs. 
Speer and yourself. 

Most sincerely yours 


